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This document is structured around a number of questions. 

 
Why form a CSTA? 
 
A CSTA Chapter can provide a focus for development of Computer Science Education 
within a province.  A CSTA chapter gains access to resources from the ACM 
(Association for Computing Machinery) and the CSTA as well as development 
opportunities for its leadership.  5 CSTA members are required to start a chapter 
(not all from same institution, but K-12 must be represented on executive).   
 
The connections with a larger organization may be the catalyst for initiatives within 
a province.  The existence of a local chapter draws attention to the issue of computer 
science education and provide can provide a credible voice to speak about the issue.  
It can become a home base for all educators teaching computer science.   
 
A chapter may take on the responsibilities for organizing province-wide CS-related 
events that are currently organized by universities or other volunteer-based 
organization.  The CSTA Alberta Chapter has already submitted proposals for 
regional and provincial events. 
 
A chapter may be a stepping-stone to formation of an organization that is 
recognized by the local teachers’ union.  In Saskatchewan, the STF (Saskatchewan 
Teachers Federation) has "special subject councils" - each of these councils gets 
funding from the STF and help in providing professional development opportunities.  
A CSTA Chapter may be much easier to form. 
 
Who is if for?  Who should be involved? 
 
Here is a statement of the mission of CSTA from the Chapter Bylaws in 
Saskatchewan: 
 
“CSTA is a membership organization that supports and promotes the teaching of 
computer science and other computing disciplines. CSTA provides opportunities for K-
12 teachers and students to better understand the computing disciplines and to more 
successfully prepare themselves to teach and learn. 
 
The mission of the Chapter is to further the mission of the CSTA and to promote 
computer science education within the province of Saskatchewan. The policies of the 
Chapter shall not reflect any political partisanship, nor any preference, discrimination, 
or limitation based upon sex, race, or religious affiliation.” 
 



Although the focus is on K-12, a chapter can welcome CS educators from all levels 
and those interested in the Computer Science Education, from the community or 
industry.  From the CSTA website 
(http://csta.acm.org/Membership/sub/IndividualMembership.html): “CSTA 
Individual Members include: middle school teachers, high school computing teachers, 
college/university computer science faculty and education faculty, and members from 
industry interested in supporting computer science education and teachers.” 
 
In the bylaws for any chapter, it is possible to create structures (“Directors at Large”, 
Advisory Committees, etc.) that give representation to the various local 
stakeholders (post-secondary institutions, etc.) 
 
What if your province has very few CS teachers? 
 
Only 5 members are needed to form a chapter (not all from the same institution, at 
least one K-12 teaher as noted earlier) so it easy to start a chapter. 
 
A chapter can be a vehicle to support CS teachers, so this may also provide 
encouragement to teachers who would like to teach CS.  The chapter can provide the 
venue for less experienced teachers to network with more knowledgeable and 
experienced CS teachers. 
 
Is such a group generally embraced by CS teachers, school administrators, 
Department of Education administrators, etc.?  Do Dept. administrators feel 
this is their territory? 
 
There are many readily available reasons why a focus on Computer Science 
Education is important.  There may even be this realization at the various levels of 
administration.  That a teacher-led organization is willing to take on this issue, with 
support of an international professional society, makes it even more appealing. 
 
How are the meeting costs covered? 
 
University involvement is a big help in arranging monthly meetings, because of the 
free infrastructure is available on campuses.  Skype and other technologies are 
widely available and very helpful. 
 
Regarding professional development opportunities, university CS departments may 
be able to provide some funding for part or all of the costs.  Google’s CS4HS program 
is one possible source of external funds and there may be others. 
 

http://csta.acm.org/Membership/sub/IndividualMembership.html


Do teachers get professional development credit for their involvement in 
CSTA? 
 
It may be easier for teachers to get credit for their attendance and involvement at 
PD days, but it may be possible to have some credit for involvement in the 
organization – that is not yet in place. 
 
Where, how do we begin? 
 
Even if your province has few CS teachers, they are the best place to start.  They may 
already be members of the CSTA.  Ask them how they would like to be supported in 
their teaching of Computer Science.  The CSTA Chapter can be formed on this 
foundation. 
 
To find CS teachers, the Science Consultant (or person responsible for Science 
Education) at the Provincial level and within each school division can likely provide 
names of promising contacts. 
 
Do we need political backing? 
 
This is not a major concern, because there is little that is controversial about 
teaching more computer science in an age when news reports often detail the 
shortage of qualified candidates for jobs in the information economy.  University CS 
Departments are usually strong supporters: they may be most keenly interested in 
creating more CS majors, but it is also important to increase the amount of 
computer science being taught.  It may be very helpful to frame this as an equity 
issue. 
 
Who began the other chapters of CSTA (teachers, university CS faculty)? 
 
In Alberta, two retired CS teachers initiated the formation of the CSTA chapter.  In 
Saskatchewan, it was a CS faculty member.  Anyone passionate about Computer 
Science education can take the lead.   
 
Explain the relationship between forming a CSTA chapter and raising 
awareness of ICT among students and the general public? 
 
A chapter is the home base for Computer Science educators, so it becomes easy to 
connect with high schools.  This connection can increase participation in CSEdWeek 
and other events (the province-wide Iverson Computing Science contest in Alberta, 
for example).  This all works to raise the profile of ICT. 
 
The formation of a CSTA chapter may generate some interest in the media (with 
some work).  A CSTA chapter may also become a media source on issues of 
computer science education that should be of concern to the public. 


